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Vision
At Pilsley CE Primary School, we believe that language is at the heart of learning. Rooted in our Christian vision and PRAISE values we seek to develop children who communicate with wisdom, kindness and confidence. Through reading, writing and oracy, we equip our children with the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to flourish academically, socially and spiritually.
Inspired by our Christian vision and values, we nurture a community of enthusiastic readers, thoughtful writers and articulate communicators. We believe every child deserves access to rich, ambitious and diverse literature that reflects both their own experiences and the wider world beyond Pilsley. 
Our English curriculum develops a love of reading through regular exposure to high-quality texts, purposeful discussion and opportunities to read widely for pleasure and information. We strive to ensure all pupils become fluent readers who can comprehend, evaluate and respond critically to texts.
We enable children to communicate effectively through spoken and written language. Pupils learn to write with accuracy, creativity and purpose for a range of audiences and contexts. They develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of vocabulary, grammar and composition, enabling them to express ideas with clarity and confidence.
Through a carefully sequenced curriculum, children build the knowledge and skills required to succeed in all areas of learning and become lifelong learners who contribute positively to society.
Our curriculum is designed to provide a coherent progression of knowledge and skills from the Early Years to Year 6. Through high expectations, rich learning experiences and meaningful links across the curriculum, pupils develop the literacy skills necessary to flourish both in school and beyond.
We strive to ensure every child leaves Pilsley as a confident, enthusiastic and independent learner who values reading, writes with purpose and can express their thoughts and ideas with clarity and confidence.

Intent
Our English curriculum aims to:
· Develop a lifelong love of reading.
· Enable all children to become fluent, confident readers.
· Foster enthusiasm for writing and encourage children to write with purpose, creativity and accuracy.
· Develop ambitious vocabulary and a rich understanding of language.
· Build confident speakers and attentive listeners.
· Provide access to a broad and diverse range of high-quality texts.
· Equip children with the literacy skills required for success across the curriculum and in later life.
· Promote resilience, independence and pride in learning.
· Ensure all pupils, regardless of background or need, achieve their full potential.
Through a carefully sequenced curriculum, pupils develop secure knowledge and skills that build progressively from the Early Years through to Year 6. Reading, writing and oracy are taught as interconnected elements of language learning and are applied across all curriculum areas.

Implementation
Reading
Reading is prioritised across the school and is recognised as the gateway to future learning. We aim to create enthusiastic readers who read widely for both pleasure and purpose. Staff will foster a culture of reading for pleasure through daily story times, high-quality class novels, attractive reading environments and opportunities for children to discuss and recommend books to one another. Teachers regularly assess reading development and provide timely interventions for pupils who require additional support.
Reading lessons develop accuracy, automaticity, fluency and comprehension. Children are supported to read with appropriate pace, expression and understanding so that cognitive effort can focus upon making meaning from text.
We believe that high-quality texts are the foundation of an effective English curriculum. Carefully selected literature enables children to encounter rich vocabulary, diverse experiences and ambitious language structures whilst developing a love of reading and an appreciation of the world around them.


Children experience:
· Daily opportunities to read.
· Exposure to high-quality literature.
· Class novels and shared texts.
· Regular reading aloud by adults.
· Structured reading lessons.
· Reading for pleasure opportunities.
· Vocabulary-rich discussions about texts.
Teachers carefully select texts that:
· Reflect a range of authors, cultures and experiences.
· Promote empathy and understanding.
· Introduce ambitious language and vocabulary.
· Support wider curriculum learning. 
· Inspire curiosity about the world.
We teach pupils to:
· Decode accurately and fluently.
· Read with increasing expression and prosody.
· Develop understanding through questioning and discussion.
· Infer, predict, summarise and evaluate.
· Make connections within and across texts.
· Develop critical thinking as readers.
Children are encouraged to view reading as both a source of enjoyment and a lifelong learning tool.

Early Reading and Phonics
Communication and language development begins in the Early Years through high-quality interactions, storytelling, songs, rhymes and purposeful play. These experiences build strong foundations for successful reading and writing.
Early reading is taught through the Read Write Inc. systematic synthetic phonics programme. Children begin learning to read from the start of Reception and receive daily phonics teaching. 
Assessment is used regularly to ensure that teaching is closely matched to individual need. Children who require additional support receive timely intervention to help them keep pace with their peers. 
Reading books are closely matched to pupils' phonic knowledge to support the development of fluency and confidence.

Writing
Writing is taught through high-quality texts, meaningful experiences and purposeful outcomes.
Children learn to:
· Write for a range of audiences and purposes.
· Use grammar and punctuation accurately.
· Develop increasing control over composition and structure.
· Make thoughtful vocabulary choices.
· Edit and improve their work.
· Take pride in presentation and published outcomes.
Teachers support children through modelling, shared writing, guided practice and independent application.
Writing opportunities are provided across the curriculum to allow pupils to apply and embed their literacy skills in meaningful contexts.

Cross curricular Literacy 
Literacy skills are developed across the curriculum. Wherever appropriate, reading and writing opportunities are linked to wider curriculum projects to enable children to apply their learning in meaningful contexts. These purposeful opportunities allow children to deepen their understanding of both English and foundation subjects whilst developing their ability to communicate effectively.


Vocabulary Development
Vocabulary development is central to the English curriculum at Pilsley CE Primary School. Children are exposed to ambitious and carefully selected vocabulary through high-quality texts, explicit teaching and purposeful discussion. New vocabulary is taught, revisited and applied across the curriculum to strengthen understanding and support communication. Teachers model precise language and provide opportunities for pupils to use newly acquired vocabulary confidently in both spoken and written contexts.
Pupils are exposed to ambitious language through:
· High-quality literature.
· Explicit vocabulary instruction.
· Discussion and debate.
· Subject-specific learning.
· Direct teacher modelling.
New vocabulary is revisited and applied across the curriculum so that children can confidently use increasingly sophisticated language in both speech and writing.

Oracy
We recognise that successful communication underpins achievement across the curriculum. Children are taught to articulate ideas clearly, listen respectfully and engage thoughtfully with the views of others. Structured talk opportunities, partner discussion, drama, storytelling, presentation and debate enable pupils to develop confidence and fluency in spoken language in all areas of the curriculum. 

Children are provided with regular opportunities to:
· Explain their thinking.
· Discuss ideas collaboratively.
· Present to an audience.
· Perform poetry and drama.
· Participate in debates and discussions.
· Listen respectfully and respond appropriately.
Teachers explicitly teach vocabulary and sentence structures that support high-quality talk.
Through these experiences, pupils develop confidence, resilience and effective communication skills.

Handwriting and Presentation
We encourage all children to take pride in the presentation of their work.
Children are taught handwriting progressively throughout the school, developing correct letter formation, consistency, fluency and legibility. As pupils progress through Key Stage 2, they are encouraged to develop a fluent joined handwriting style.
High standards of presentation are expected across all curriculum areas. Our handwriting policy outlines our approach to handwriting in more detail. 

Inclusion and Adaptive Teaching
At Pilsley CE Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access, engage with and succeed in English. We recognise that children learn in different ways and may require varying levels of support, challenge and scaffolding to achieve ambitious outcomes.
Adaptive teaching is a key feature of effective English provision. Teachers use ongoing assessment to identify pupils' strengths, barriers to learning and next steps, enabling them to respond flexibly to individual needs whilst maintaining high expectations for all learners. 
Teaching may be adapted through:
· Carefully planned modelling and worked examples.
· Pre-teaching and revisiting vocabulary.
· Flexible grouping and collaborative learning opportunities.
· Scaffolds such as sentence stems, word banks and writing frameworks.
· Targeted questioning and verbal feedback.
· Visual supports and task breakdown.
· Additional adult support where appropriate.
· Opportunities for repetition, rehearsal and overlearning.
· Appropriate challenge and extension for higher-attaining pupils. 
· Teaching adaptations are intended to enable all pupils to access the same ambitious curriculum rather than creating separate learning pathways. Pupils are supported to become increasingly independent and confident in applying their literacy knowledge and skills. 
Teaching is adapted appropriately to meet the needs of:
· Pupils with SEND.
· Pupils with English as an Additional Language.
· Disadvantaged pupils.
· Higher-attaining pupils.
Teachers work closely with the SENDCo, families and external agencies where appropriate to ensure that barriers to learning are identified and addressed effectively. We maintain high expectations for every learner and believe that all children can achieve success through high-quality teaching and appropriate support.

Reading for Pleasure
Developing a love of reading is a whole-school priority.
We promote reading through:
· Attractive reading environments.
· Class reading areas.
· Daily story time.
· Dedicated daily opportunities for independent and shared reading

· Author studies.
· Reading celebrations and events.
· Book recommendations.
· Home-school partnerships.
Staff act as reading role models by sharing and discussing books regularly with pupils.

Digital Literacy
Children are given opportunities to use technology to support reading, writing, research and presentation. They learn to communicate appropriately in digital contexts and to use online sources safely and critically.


Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
We believe that all children should see themselves reflected in the literature they encounter while also learning about lives and experiences beyond their own.
Texts are carefully selected to:
· Celebrate diversity.
· Challenge stereotypes.
· Promote inclusion.
· Reflect modern Britain.
· Develop empathy and understanding.
We are committed to ensuring that every child feels represented, valued and respected.

Assessment
Assessment is used to support learning and identify next steps.
Teachers assess pupils through:
· Observation.
· Questioning.
· Pupil discussion.
· Independent work.
· Reading assessments.
· Writing assessments.
· Phonics assessments.
Assessment information is used to inform future teaching, provide intervention and celebrate achievement.
Moderation processes help ensure assessment remains accurate and consistent across the school and across our school cluster area.  

Leadership and Monitoring
The English Subject Leader is responsible for promoting high standards in English across the school. Monitoring activities may include lesson visits, learning walks, book scrutiny, pupil voice, assessment analysis and curriculum review.

This includes:
· Monitoring teaching and learning.
· Reviewing pupil outcomes.
· Supporting staff development.
· Leading curriculum development.
· Monitoring the quality of resources.
· Promoting reading and writing across the school.
· Reporting to school leaders and governors.

Partnership with Parents and Carers
We recognise that parents and carers play a vital role in supporting children's literacy development.
We work in partnership with families by:
· Encouraging daily reading at home.
· Sharing curriculum information.
· Providing phonics guidance.
· Celebrating reading and writing achievements.
· Offering advice and support where needed.
Strong home-school partnerships contribute significantly to children's success as readers and writers.

Impact
By the time pupils leave Pilsley CE Primary School, they will:
· Read fluently and with understanding.
· Enjoy reading and choose to read independently.
· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences.
· Speak clearly and confidently.
· Use ambitious vocabulary accurately.
· Demonstrate resilience and independence as learners.
· Appreciate a diverse range of texts, authors and viewpoints.
· Be well prepared for the next stage of their education and for life beyond school. 
The impact of the curriculum will be evidenced through pupil outcomes, pupil voice, work scrutiny, lesson observations and the enthusiasm children demonstrate towards reading, writing and communication.


References
This policy has been developed with reference to:
· National Curriculum for England (2014)
· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (current version)
· DfE Reading Framework
· Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice
· Equality Act 2010
· Pilsley CE Primary School Vision and Values
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