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1. Policy Statement
"From tiny seeds, great things grow."
At Pilsley CE Primary School, we believe that all children should feel safe, happy and cared for while they are in our school. We are committed to promoting the health, safety and wellbeing of every pupil, member of staff and visitor. We recognise that prompt and effective first aid can make a significant difference in preventing minor injuries from becoming more serious and can provide reassurance and support when accidents or illness occur.
As a nurturing school community, we aim to ensure that every child receives appropriate care, attention and support whenever they are unwell or injured. We strive to create an environment where children can learn, play and grow with confidence, knowing that their safety and welfare are our highest priorities.
The school will provide adequate and appropriate first aid arrangements in line with current health and safety legislation and Derbyshire County Council Health, Safety and Wellbeing Guidance for Schools. Suitable equipment, facilities and trained personnel will be available to provide immediate assistance whenever required.

2. Aims
The aims of this policy are to:
· Ensure that all pupils, staff and visitors receive appropriate first aid when required.
· Provide sufficient trained personnel to administer first aid.
· Maintain suitable first aid equipment and facilities.
· Ensure first aid arrangements are understood by the whole school community.
· Comply with statutory requirements and Derbyshire guidance. 
3. Definition of First Aid
First aid is the immediate assistance given to a person who is injured or becomes ill before professional medical treatment is available.
First aid aims to:
· Preserve life.
· Prevent conditions from worsening.
· Promote recovery.
· Provide immediate care until medical assistance can be obtained if necessary. 
First aid does not include diagnosing medical conditions or administering medicines unless covered by separate school procedures. 

4. Responsibilities
The Governing Body
The Governing Body is responsible for ensuring that:
· Adequate first aid arrangements are in place.
· Sufficient resources are available to meet first aid requirements.
· The policy is reviewed regularly.
The Headteacher
The Headteacher will:
· Ensure the school's first aid needs are assessed.
· Ensure qualified first aid personnel are available.
· Arrange appropriate training and refresher training.
· Ensure accident reporting procedures are followed.
· Monitor the effectiveness of first aid arrangements. 

First Aiders and Appointed Persons
First aid personnel will:
· Administer first aid consistent with their training.
· Record accidents and treatment provided.
· Monitor and replenish first aid supplies.
· Ensure pupils receive further medical treatment where required.
· Inform parents/carers of significant injuries or head injuries. 
Staff
All staff must:
· Familiarise themselves with this policy.
· Know how to summon a First Aider.
· Report accidents and injuries promptly.
· Follow school procedures regarding accidents and emergencies. 
5. First Aid Provision
The school will maintain:
· Clearly identified first aid boxes.
· A designated area for administering first aid.
· An adequate number of trained First Aiders and/or Appointed Persons.
· Appropriate lunchtime first aid cover.
· Appropriate first aid arrangements for school visits and off-site activities. 
As a small primary school, the school will seek to maintain:
· At least one fully trained Paediatric First Aider on site whenever pupils are present.
· Several members of staff trained in Emergency First Aid at Work to provide wider coverage.
· At least one Paediatric First Aider available whenever EYFS pupils are present. 

6. Risk Assessment
The school's first aid requirements will be reviewed through risk assessment, taking account of:
· The age and needs of pupils.
· The size and layout of the premises.
· The school's accident history.
· Curriculum activities including PE, outdoor learning and practical activities.
· Educational visits and off-site activities.
· Staff absences and leave arrangements.
· Access to emergency medical services. 
· The assessment will be reviewed annually and following significant changes in circumstances.

7. First Aid Equipment
First aid boxes will:
· Be clearly marked with a white cross on a green background.
· Be easily accessible.
· Be regularly checked and restocked.
· Contain appropriate first aid supplies. 
· A designated member of staff will undertake and record regular checks of first aid supplies.
Travel first aid kits will be provided for school visits and off-site activities. 

8. First Aid Facilities
The school will provide a suitable area where pupils or staff who are ill or injured can receive first aid treatment.
This area will provide:
· Access to handwashing facilities.
· Privacy when required.
· Access to emergency contact information. 

9. Defibrillator 
Where an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is available, the school will ensure:
· Staff know its location.
· Appropriate staff receive training.
· The unit is regularly checked and maintained.
· Procedures are in place to summon the AED quickly during an emergency. 
10. Illness and Injury Procedures
Minor Injuries
Minor cuts, grazes and bumps will be treated by a qualified First Aider or Appointed Person and recorded where appropriate.
Head Injuries
Any pupil receiving a head injury will be monitored and parents/carers informed on the same day.
Serious Injuries or Illness
For serious injuries or illnesses:
1. A First Aider will be summoned immediately.
2. Emergency services will be called where necessary.
3. Parents/carers will be contacted without delay.
4. A member of staff will remain with the pupil until responsibility is transferred to a parent/carer or medical professional.

11. Administration of Medicines
The administration of medicines is covered by the school's Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and not by this First Aid Policy.

12. Educational Visits
First aid arrangements for educational visits will be determined by the visit risk assessment.
The visit leader will ensure:
· A suitable first aid kit is taken.
· Appropriate first aid cover is available.
· Staff are aware of pupils' medical needs. 

13. Accident Reporting
All accidents requiring first aid treatment will be recorded in accordance with school procedures.
Records will include:
· Name of injured person.
· Date and time.
· Nature of injury.
· Treatment provided.
· Name of the First Aider. 
Where required, incidents will be reported under the school's Accident Reporting Procedure. 

14. Training
The school will ensure that:
· First Aid at Work certificates remain current.
· Emergency First Aid training is renewed every three years.
· Paediatric First Aid qualifications are maintained where required.
· Training records are kept and monitored. 

16. Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed:
· Every two years.
· Following significant changes to legislation or guidance.
· Following any serious first aid incident.


This policy is based upon Derbyshire County Council Health, Safety & Wellbeing Schools Guidance – First Aid (August 2025, Version 5.1.
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